























Sweetclover is especially sensitive to some herbicides. Flower drop results
from herbicide drift of spray or dust. Growing tips of branches become distorted at
higher concentrations of herbicide drift. Plants may flower after such damage but
the seed crop may be too late to mature.

Seed pods turn brown, dark gray, or white when mature. It is critical to swath
when two-thirds of the seeds are mature. Within a week most of the immature pods
ripen in the swath, so that the crop can be picked up with a combine. Seeds drop
faster as they mature and a crop may be lost by delayed swathing or by a wind
storm. The swath is usually very fluffy and may not feed well into the combine.
Swath and pick up the seeds when they are damp such as 1n early morning, to lose
fewer seeds from pod drop. Use a slow cylinder speed and wide clearance of
concaves to avoid shelled or broken seed and to obtain maximum seed yields. The
hulls should also be left on because this makes cleaning the seeds easier (Fig. 2).

Fig. 2. The hull should remain on the seed in properly harvested sweetclover. Left, properly
harvested; right, improperly harvested; arrows point to sceds without hulls.

Silage

Sweetclover should be cut for silage at the 10-20% bloom stage of flowering.
Moisture content should be from 65-72%. Sweetclover should be conditioned and
lie in the swath for 2 or 3 hours on a sunny day, or longer on a dull day, before
cutting with a forage harvester. When the silage pieces are 1.3 cm long and a
squeezed handful slowly breaks apart when hand pressure is released, it is ready
for ensiling. If the squeezed handful falls apart when pressure is released it 1s too
dry, and if it stays in a firm ball it is too wet. Silage needs firm packing as soon as it
1s placed in the silo to eliminate air, to assure rapid fermentation, and to avoid
spotlage. The silo should be filled as quickly as possible to limit spoilage. The
surface layer should be of another forage that 1s less susceptible to mold than
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